
Brooklyn Has Its Own
NotoriousSalesQuacks
Poor Quality and Overcharging Flourish

Across the Bridge»

Honesl Merchants There Have Same Problems oi

»Competition with »Chicanery as Do Manhattan

Merchants.Sample Shoes, Geographically
Trusted Hats and Pake Jewelry Found

h\ The Tribune's Investigators.

By SAMUEL HOPKINS ADAMS.
Um«- there wot .1 iiitin who had a theory ahout Brooklyn.

Many p-**ople have thrones ahout Brooklyn, but this man was a

. Brooklyn 1.1..11 and his theory was home-grown. He propounded
it to th« I ribtine Bureau of Investigations. It was to the effect that

Brooklyn More« «>r<- fair« and more honest m their dealings than

Manh.itt 10 stores ( h« assumed this premise with a cheerful and off¬

hand assurance) be.vusc. Brooklyn being a home town, the resi

dents «re »11 « loaei touch with the stores, merchandising is a more

direct and personal relation and the shop which doesn't satisfy its

customer« soon become« too notorious to continue in business

profitably. All ol which is inter«t"sting and may once havr been
Irur. But to «l.iv there are plenty ol places in Brooklyn win. h

ought by right to be d« orated with the sign post

«Stop! Look! Listen!
1 lirones su« h a« * I *** of the patriotic Brooklyiute always Te-

. eive hospitable attention and « onsideration in the I rihunr Bureau

,,, Ihyc ventually th«ey arr checked up wilh data col¬

le, te», foi the purpose. In tl»<*< ase of the borough across the bridg«*.
ilir che« king1 up pro« ess indicates that while it is not so rich mdollar-

ir^ps lor the tranaienl trade «is New York, yet the trustful shopper
along Fulton ««»»'1 othei business streets, who spends her dollar on

the basis o| thr persuasive signs inviting her to spend it. can colled

.ihiir.st ,i« «lirions a «Upply of ovrr priced sad experience as she

could pun hase amongat 11««*- fakeries of Broadway or Fifth Avenue,
IVfanhattan.

Brooklyn, foi example-, has not « hanged the spots of Sarnoff.
ti,r eminei >j.hrr and hatter who has figured in these col

uinns before. Sarnotf, novv doing business as "Irving." has main

tained one of his mad (latteries at 4o » Fulton Street. I herein
thr- rribune inveatigator« invested in an Austrian velour hat.

Now, Atistrian velour is made from the fur of the hare, and
Austii.ni hares aie »greatly at a premium at present, having
mostly been driven into exile by soldiery who need their bur¬
rows for trenches, or eatrn, hide and all, by the armies. So
when the Sarnoff salesman offered a "genuine imported Aus
trian velour" hat at $2.8Í it seemed a bargain and was bought.
But upon appraisal the hat proved not to be any relation to Aus¬
trian h««re Possibly it may have been Mar« h hare, which is the
one known specie« as mad as a geographical hatter; but the ap

praiser considers it to be a «heap American velour of coney fur.
"i\o p.irt of tins rver saw Austria," he states; and adds, "A rotten

piece of werk." It i-hould srll for $2. or perhaps $2.2"», in his

opinion. Therefore, the war, working through the March hare

upon the imagination of the- mad hatter, has added somewherr
about *¡0 pr-r < r.:t to the normal price of the Sarnoff Brooklyn
merchandise. One more proof that «Sherman was right.

According to a canvas sign which stretches out like a gill-net
for su« kers, at 573 Fulton Street, there, progresses there a special
aale.

Bankrupt «Stock of the Greater New YorV. Purchasing
Company, formerly of 479 Fulton Street, on «Sale at

lire.it Reductions. This Great Sale Conducted by
1 I. W. Gordon.

From the eviden« e. Mr. Gordon got his training in the school
of Finkelstein, Liberman and Guryan. I he first specific appeal to

the eyes «>f the I ribune shopprrs was a window sign offrrinv«: $2.->0
silk shii?« foi $1 15 Only six of these shirts wrre visible inside
the pla« e 1 he in apologized lor the scantiness of the stock
and attempted t<> awit< h lus . uatomera to a more expenaive lot.
Vain attempt.

V~ .' - - :'k.j" asked the Tribun*" man

"Yea, sir. rhrough and through.*'
I he p,i!--ni,iii lifted one out and manipulated it genliv. From

the] rold« emanated an expenaive and captivating rustir. On the
strength «>f that «edu« live Bound and the only less seductive repre¬

sentation of the clerk, the garment was bought, rustir and all. for
$1.3*«. It prove d t<> be t rn h lind for the money.inderd, for any

money.not as merchandise, but as an example of Brooklyn in¬

genuity I1' ' «ilk, through and through, value $2.50")
was cotton and artifi» ial silk, never worth more than $1.00. 'I he
lovely ru tie wa« tissue p< p« arefully disposed inside to produce
that ear-l - ; I !»*re is one instance where the "Listen!"
was in« rr deceptive than thr "Stop!" or the "Look!"

- i good start, the shoppers then secured some

"$l.0i» Wool Merino" for 60 cents prr garment, a full suit being
.".-. here in the career «>f those garments there had

hrrn a scandal pement, <>r at beat «> mrs.ilhance. ITiey are

quite shamefu .-«I The shirt is a 75 cent quality, the
r« of ,» min h lower grade, being a Í0 t ent quality. Neither,

howr\ ood ol its kind. I he $1.38 for trie* suit is a

! i -rr .ir-* .' » to !»e obtained at Mr. Gor-
do.i's I s.ilr "purr cashmere socks' at fifteen ents whi« h

be worth tint ii thry weren't damaged; »«ilk neckwrar. mostly
« (iii'ui. at two f««r .» qui rter, "the worst I've ever totem offered for
...L." *.'.¦.».« the appraiaer, and "pure silk" handkerchief« which are

purr otton
Sample Sh«tM Store« f.:e not unknown in Brooklyn The

I nitri S imple sh-«r «Company operates one at 827 Broadway.
ihr», the eye ol the rribune buyers encounterad ¦ pair of patent

"Are iple ,,,.». . the *ud««*amaa was asked
"Y«

five
uld they , osi .i ., régulai »tore )

ir «I'.ü.irs, probabl)
Ihrv ,ur not sample sh«r>es .t B|| |,,,f

- by Rice A Hutchins, reputable rrianufacturer«
retail at *t»2.50. Ihe premium attached to

the "hample" fake w(,s 45 cents. Sample shoe shops run as t

to form in Brooklyn as elsewhere
Crossing the bride«» seems to have had a debilitating efl

upon Berler, who used t-> run a "«Sample" shop in Die 1 ribt

Building, but reformed under pressure. Ihe pressure apparen

hasn't extended to Brooklyn. At the Berler store, 317 I ult

Street, the manager sold to the Tribune investigators a pair

what purported to «be Slatei ahoes
"Is that the Slater who has a store on Broadway and anotf

un Fifth Avenue?"
"Yet."
"How mui h do you think they would charge for this sat

shoe?"
"That's hard to say. Hiey have high r«-nts to pay .Six

«even dollars, I should think."
"Then they're worth $5.00 anyway

"Oh, yes. I'll «guarantee it to be a $5.00 shoe."
The pair was bought for $i.45. 'I hey are not Mater shoe

but a line regularly made up for the « heap trade and worth D(

more than $3.00. The soles are hemlock tanned and the hee

filled in with fibre and paprr.
A »tore with all the appearam e of respectability, wheie < ,u

tion must be exercised by the purr baser who does not wish to g(

"stung." is Schwartz «*-. Woolfson's. 72ft Broadway. In the* wmdo

appeared recently a card offering $4.00 vests for $2.(>">. I lavin

none of these in the store in the I riburie's «ri/e the salesman too

one from the show window. I he original ti< ket was still on thi

"$4.00 vest." It bore the price mark $ «J.00. But it didn't bear

long. The salesman hastily removed it. A question as to th

material of whii h the garment was made vvas adroitly evader!

Nevertheless, it was pur< based; and its quality illumines ih

SchwaTtz c< Woolfsoii type of bargain
The garment, according to the appraisers, is very poorly ati(

unevenly made, and should be regarded as a fa< toty reje« t and ;

job-lot article. In view of its shopworn condition, $2.50 WOoll
be an ample pru e. Furthermore, the po< ket linings do not match

the shoulders are awry; the lapels are not mates, end the belt i«

not even. ITie vest would be a nn e (. htistinas present for a « on

tortionist
A visit was then paid to the shut department, wheie ,« silk

and linen" shirt, represented a* a bargain, w.is bought for *)i < ents.

Were it silk and linen it would be a veritable bargain. It isn't. It

is cotton crepe I* rom this purchase the salesman carried the

shopper over to another.
"Mere's a dandy! A woven pongee «hirt ( olois woven

through "

"V ou say these colon are woven.'

"C lear tnrough. r\ bargain «<t $1.15."
I he purchase was made 1 he colors are woven through to

precisely the same extent th«»t my article is woven through this

page, and by the same pro« ess. 1 fie "woven pongee" is a regular
$1.00 printed cotton cloth garment

"Selling Out" is nuite as likelv to represent bail over ¦ hook
in Brooklyn as in Manhattan. I he Popular Men's Shop, at 690

Broadway, is "selling out." among other articles. "$4.00 Glasten
bury Underwear" at $1.95. On inquiry the I ribune shoppers

i « ontino-ed on Page 11, i

HAMMERSTEIN'S
ASSETS $5é4,é32
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Schedule Shows Liabili¬

ties of $280,249.
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BRAKES FAIL: TRAINS CRASH
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Stetson
Hats
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The P«-icerr.aker.$4

\ 11ère is the Pacemaker :i
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i drooping brim and ;i

¡ heavy silk band.
1 We hat e if in set eral
| distincti* e colors «'if ** 1.

§ You (ioii'f ha* ». to be told
g il'Kiit the quality Stetson
I m raus quality.
i Come to a Wallach Ston
I for \oiir Spring hal you
U w »II be sure to find the
¡ very style to suit you

in a derby or sofi hat.
Stetson Hats, $3.50 to $8
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m GREAT SPRING SALE SECOND WEEK
LATEST THOUGHT in SPRING STYLES,

in APPAREL and MILLINERY,
and EXTENSIVE SPRING STOCKS in Every Section,

AROUSE ENTHUSIASTIC APPROVAL
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